Roundups, Resentments

& Rumors

Proof we’re not yet “perfect”
"S/M" and "PMS" were among the
diverse topics offered at a recent
major Roundup. This raised valid
points as such areas are clearly
outsidle A.A.’s stated purpose.
History, fortunately, shows "generic
recovery programs” lose their
viability with alcoholics when their
focus broadens into other areas. The
main concern would be the reaction
of a newcomer, exposed to such a
melee of alphabet soup solutions,
who mistakenly thinks "it’s ALL part
of A A"

We're reminded of a quote from Bill
W., "Shoemaker, stick to thy last;
better to do one thing supremely well
than many badly” (Twelve and
Twelve, Tradition Five, Par. 1).

Another Roundup
Solution (or 2)

To avoid confusion about
Roundups, get a copy of AAWS
pamphlet A.A. Guidelines (MG4).
The number of Roundups continues
to grow at a dramatic rate, often put
on by A.A.ers with the best of
intentions, but lacking some basic
roots in our Traditions. This simple
pamphlet will clear up any
misconceptions.

Given recent problems at two other
Roundups, we’ll pass on another
idea: Roundup (and Group)
Treasurers should have a few years
sobriety, be well known within the
sponsoring Group, and ideally have

some business experience. All
checks should require TWO
signatures.

RESERVE YOUR 1993

DIRECTORY NOW!

Your IAC Board had to curtail
printing a revised Directory (of Gay
and Lesbian A.A. Meetings
Worldwide) due to dwindling cash
reserves. We’re now updating Group
lists and preparing a new edition.
Please note the request on page 4 of
this newsletter for updated Group
information.

To move the printin e d;
we need your Pre-Orders now!
Reserve your new edition now at the
old rate by pre-paying. USE THE
COUPON ON PAGE 5, WRITE
1993 IN BOLD PRINT ACROSS
THE COUPON, ENCLOSE
PAYMENT, SAME AS FOR THE
1991-92 EDITION AND MAIL IT
TODAY!

Overseas Resentments

Some A.A. Groups overseas have
been deluged with a mass mailing
accusing A.A. and IAC of "raising
funds for the Homosexual
movement." Our self-righteous
indignation has peaked and we
merely note this as a sad comment on
human frailty and character defects —
traits not exactly unknown to us!
IAC simply stands by our A.A.
Traditions and asks anyone who reads
this or any other IAC publication to
judge for themselves. IAC was
founded on the principles of Unity
and Service. That’s never changed.

We're alcoholics. We're in
recovery. We’re in A.A. We're
also Homosexual, Gay, Lesbian and
human beings committed to Unity
within A A, at all levels.

Doing Geographics

If you travel, and use your
International Directory, you’ve
discovered some listed meetings no
longer exist — or have moved.
Don’t get an IACresentment! Our
Directory is only as accurate as the
data we're given — another reason
for Groups to mail their updates!
You’ll also discover all Groups don’t
always operate the same way as your
"home" - Group. Some Groups
applaud, others keep rigidly quiet.
Some use different prayers. Some
are more "outgoing"” while others are
more conservative and quiet. Some
charge for coffee, etc.

A good solution: Be flexible, relax
and ’vive le difference.”  Owr
common purpose is still the same!
Who knows, by being "open" you
may pick up some ideas useful at
your home Group.
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Treasurer’s Report

Can you believe it? July is already
here and IAC is gearing up for its
Fall meeting in Minneapolis. My
Treasurer’s Report in IACtivity tries
to keep you informed of where IAC’s
funds come from and how it is spent.
Realistically, however, it is next to
impossible to provide a full
Treasurer’s Report in the newsletter,
so, if any of you would like to hear
the full accounting, please join us in
Minneapolis.  Besides, I'm sure
you’ll really enjoy a wonderful
Roundup being hosted by our friends
in Minnesota.

Now, down to business!

The following donations have been
received by IAC since the April
Newspetter went to press. Amounts
are in U.S. Dollars unless otherwise
noted.

San Diego, CA Group (name
unknown) 6.50
Lavendar Hill, Oakland, CA 18.75
At Home Mens, San Diego  28.75
Womens Sober Sunday, San Diego,

CA 20.00
N. Hollywood, CA Group (name
unknown) 29.40

Courage To Change, Denver 75.00
Raphael Gr, Wilmington, DE 90.00
GALA, Naples, FL 30.00
Kane Alii, Honolulua, HI 25.00
Grapevine, Lexington, KY 15.00
VGAL, Northampton, MA 7.50
Joy Rd Mon Nt, Detroit, MI  10.00
Pambello, Wednesday Nite Gay AA,
Jersey City, NJ 30.00
Quaklersbridge Gay, Princeton80.00
Greenwood Gay Group, Trenton,
NJ 20.00

Light @ End Tunnel, Albuquerque,

NM 18.75
Lambda West, NY 120.00
Alive Again, Syosset, NY 111.00
Life’s Blood, Erie, PA 20.00

Alternatives, Nashville, TN  17.87
Beverly Hills, Alexandria, VA 35.00
Nitty Gritty, Toronto, ONT  41.00
Front Runners, New Westminster,

BC 25.00
Let Go & Let God, New
Westminster, BC 25.00

Please forgive me if 1 missed any
group. I moved to Florida in March
and could easily have omitted
information because 1 haven’t
unpacked every single box yet. Any
group missed will be covered in the
next newsletter.

G.S.0.’s Big A.A. PARTY
IAC will have an important part in

the 1995 International Convention to
be held in San Diego, California ...
IAC will host a hospitality suite for
certain and a Sober and Gay Dance!

IAC’s participation at International
Conventions serves many purposes
just as at the 1990 convention in
Seattle and prior to that in Montreal.
We are estimating it will cost us
about $15,000 to furnish the
hospitality suite with supplies and to
host the wonderful dance. The IAC
Board voted at the 1991 Fall meeting
to set aside 10% of all contributions
for the 1995 Convention. As of June
30, 1992, our savings account has
$692.59 which is a long way from
what we anticipate we will need.
Needless to say, we need you and
your group to assist in making 1995’s
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events happen. As you consider your
contributions to the various service
organizations, keep our 1995
obligation in mind. Another way of
giving is through birthday donations.

Len Z. of Rockville, Connecticut
sent in a birthday donation for having
14 years sobriety. John H of
Sarasota, Florida marked 12 years
with a donation. Harold H. of
Topeka sent us his 4 year birthday
contribution. Lother Z. of
Vancouver hit the big 25 year mark
and sent in a birthday donation. Our
own IAC Chairperson, Mike Z, of
Honolulu celebrated 11 years and
sent in a check.

Most birthday donations are a dollar
for each year.

During the last 3 months, Individual
donations have totalled $191.00.

Many Roundups contribute to IAC.
Most recently, Detroit’s "Together
We Can Round Up" sent in $120.00.
Toronto, Canada’s 13th Annual
Gratitude Roundup reports: "Despite
a gloomy economic climate, we
decided to give JAC $286.01." Our
sincere thanks to our Brothers and
Sisters in Ontario.

Where does it all go?

Our major expense items are:
April Newsletter Printing $ 613.00
April Newsletter Postage 872.43
Secretary postage 200.63

Keep in mind that all work done by
IAC is handled by volunteers. There
are NO SALARIED positions in
IAC. And we receive no money
from GSO.

Yours, DAVID

1AC - 1991-92 OFFICERS/TRUSTED SERVANTS .

Chair: Mike Z., Honolulu, HI (808) 947-9082 * Deputy Chair & Intl. Directory: Reilly K., Lompoc, CA (805) 735-4267 * Treasurer: David B.,
Melbourne, FL * Secretary: Tom C., Plano, TX (214) 578-0465 * Newsletter Editor: Erick H., Honolulu, HI (808) 922-5491 * Newsletter Managing
Editor: Jan W., Denver, CO (303) 698-2070 or fax (303) 733-6901 [Note time zones when calling].

Your IACtivity Newslefter presents the timely news, experiences and opinions of A.A.’s and others. The opinions expressed are not to be attributed
to, or implied as an endorsement by A.A. or IAC. Contributions are invited, though no payment can be made nor materials acknowledged or
returned. Articles from A.A., AAWS, GSO, etc. herein arc reprinted by permission. 1ACtivity Newsletter is NOT copyrighted. All material is
free to all, though appropriate credit is requested if reprinted or quoted. It is edited in Hawaii, composed in Denver, Colorado and printed and
mailed in Texas. Please allow extra time for submissions to reach us.
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What it was like, What happened & What it’s like now

"Martinis at Age Two"

Allyson D. of Atlanta sent a rigorously honest, detailed version of “her story.” Space here prohibits us from telling it all,
starting at age two sipping martinis and beer. Incest, rape, prostitution, failed marriages and psychiatric wards followed —
always accompanied by alcohol. We pick up Allyson’s story 25 years after that toddler sipped her first martini. [Ed.]

When I came into the program of Alcoholics Anonymous, I was 27. It was January 16, 1983 and I weighed 95 pounds.
I was bleeding internally and suffering from malnutrition. I'd lost the great love of my life and was once again homeless.
I hadn’t really worked in 2 years. My van wasn’t running and none of my friends wanted anything to do with me. I figured
out my life was unmanageable. Having tried everything else, A.A. was the last house on the street. I came, I hated it, men
hugged me, and I couldn’t stop crying. Ihad not cried in a very long time. I screamed and kicked my way through my first
year and I broke the rules. I slept with the only woman who would feed and house me. I rewrote the literature to fit my
feminist perspective until some jerk told me that I might run off some one who would die if it was written like that. [
vehemently disagreed but for the first time I cared more that someone else lived than that I was right. I began to learn to learn
and I tried behaviors that I didn’t like or believe in. They worked. I had finally found a group that wouldn’t throw me out.
And miraculously, I didn’t throw up any more.

Throughout the time I have been in A.A., I've made some pretty rough mistakes. Years of violence, abuse, and self-loathing
take time to heal. While I went to meetings and worked the steps, my disease took the scenic route through food, sex, power,
spending, talking. I have experienced powerlessness with it all. At a year and a half sober I was homeless again, with no
marketable skills and no internal resources. It was at this point that the internal hole that I had tried to fill with everything
and everybody began to take shape. God-shaped. I moved from compliance with the program to reliance. However, on my
three year A.A. birthday I was jailed for a felony. I had forged my license plate sticker because I still believed some of the
rules were wrong and therefore I didn’t have to follow them. Sober behind bars has a wonderful educational quality to it.

Ancient minds sought to discover how and why we develop into people with conscience. They questioned how we can arrive
at truth and right living. Their answers are reflected, I believe, in the 12 steps of A.A. 1 began primitively with pain as my
teacher. I slowly began to take Good Orderly Direction because I had to or I would die. Then, I listened to the Group Of
Drunks in A.A. because I would hurt if I didn’t. I wanted what they had. My insides changed as I did what they told me
they had done. One day I realized that I was doing things because when I didn’t I felt uncomfortable. And finally, I follow
spiritual law and human laws because it feels good and I believe in them.

Today, I have an education and am working on more. I live in the house God gave me seven and a half years ago. I am
blessed with a full time work that is fulfilling. Like the book says, I have become usefully whole. I have a four and a half
year relationship with a wonderful woman whom I respect and who is my friend. We share this fellowship and our lives in
a way that I believed was only possible for other people. The grass I grew, this Spring, is in my garden, the friends I have
cultivated in A.A.

I have been blessed with a Higher Power in my life that I believe and trust in, not because someone told me to, but, because
this power has proven over and over Its love and caring for me in every area of my life. I feel safe, at last.

Some of the external changes continue to amaze me. I find pleasure in putting on lipstick and dresses in the morning.
(Although you may want to know that I'm butch where it counts) I pay my bills and vote. I own a car, credit cards, a VCR.
These were not my goals. They are byproducts of taking the steps that work.

A part of the world, a part of society, the revolution I longed for in all of you has incredibly taken place within me.

The Program, the Twelve Steps, and the fellowship of A.A. has given me the opportunity to be who I dreamed I was and
who my God believed I was all along.

For this, I thank you.

Allyson D.
Atlanta, Georgia

If you would like for your story to be considered for publication, please send it to: Newsletter Editor, IAC, P.O. Box 90, Washington, D.C. 20044
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=5 URGENT ==
GROUP UPDATE

IAC is updating files of ALL Gay/Lesbian A.A. Groups Worldwide! For inclusion in the
1993-94 Directory and to remain on IAC’s mailing list, complete the form below and
return ASAP. Please type or print legibly. DO NOT abbreviate!

GSO listed Group Name

Full Mailing Address (include
all overseas/US postal codes)

Is this where meetings are Street Address: Special Directions:
also held for this
group? yes no (if

NO, please list street address to
right where meetings are held)

Local Contact (will be Name: Full Mailing Address & Phone:
published in Directory)
IAC Representative for your | Name: Full Mailing Address:
Group
Does your Group currently If yes, how many If no, and you want to receive them, how
receive this newsletter? copies do you receive | many copies?
__yes ___no now?
Number of Home Group Number: Group established 19 (year)
members? '
Please List Your Group’s Meeting Day Time
Schedule. Indicate if AM or PM
in "time™ column to right! Monday
Tuesday
THIS Wed
IS
VERY Thurs
VERY Fri
IMPORTANT
Sat
Sun

Qur group presently donates to IAC yes no.
Enclosed is our donation in the amount of $
Please do not send cashl!

Mail to: IAC, ATTN: Group Update Coordinator, PO Box 80, Washington, DC 20044
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Tape Bonanza

Our goal of building an audio tape
library (Speaker Meetings, Roundups,
Etc.) took two giant leaps forward.
At the Phoenix Roundup, Darci and
Mark of Coast-To-Coast Audio
Productions Co. gave us 40 tapes on
the spot! They’ll also send us tapes
of the Phoenix Roundup.

Steve A of San Jose, CA and Hilda
C. of Traverse City, MI have offered
to design our Library Program.
Their proposals will be presented at
the September IAC Board Meeting to
be held in Minneapolis. The IAC
Service Position as International Tape
Coordinator is still open. If
interested, send us your A.A.
“Service Resume."” Send tape
donations  (particularly Roundup
tapes) and Service Resumes to: Tape
Library, c/o IAC, P.O. Box 90,
Washington, DC 20044,

More "ATTENTIONS"

All TAC mail goes from
Washington, DC to our Secretary
who sorts and routes it to whatever
IAC service person handles the
matter involved. Your letters will get
a faster response if you’ll note on the
OUTSIDE of the envelope the
general nature of your mail
(Roundups, Treasurer, Newsletter,
New Group, etc.). If you want to
write a specific IAC service person,
just put their first name and last
initial on the envelope.

We Get Letters!

Alone in Eire

Dear lac, I am writing on behalf of
my A.A. Group: Seven Sober
Lesbians in Ireland*. Our group is
underground as no special interest
groups are permitted here and
homophobia is rife. QOur group
conscience came up with two ideas to
combat our feelings of isolation; 1) to
try to get in touch with other Lesbian
groups that might sponsor us (as far
as we know we are the only one in
Ireland) and 2) to correspond with
any recovering "loner” Lesbians who
might wish it. Could you help us get
in touch with any of the above?"

¥ Names and city withheld for anonymity
reasons. To correspond, write IAC and mark
Jrontof envelope "IRELAND. " We will forward.

— Ed.

TACService Idea Works

Dear IAC: You’re so right! It was
good to read your suggestion of
doing service within "mainstream”
A.A. and writing for the Grapevine
to increase Lesbian and Gay visibility
within A.A. I’m a Lesbian and in
Alanon and we have much of the
same problem with Alanon literature
and focus: Gay & Lesbian
invisibility. It was so great to have a
positive suggestion for us rather than
encouraging our continued bitching
and moaning only. GSO has a
responsibility to us, but we have a
responsibility to be involved too!
Thanks, Love and Fellowship.

- Alanon Co-Chair,
Living Sober 1992

July 1992

Deputy Chair’s Report

A big thank you goes to Portland
Soberfaire for the warm welcome
they gave IAC at our first invitation
to the Rose City. I think we met
almost everyone who attended and
now have representatives for Eastern
Washington and Eugene, Oregon.
More city reps are needed as links in
the chain of communication between
groups. If you can pass on
information in both directions, and be
a contact in your area, volunteer.

This year has already seen groups
responding to our pleas for more
accuracy in group listings. Many
groups have been added and a lot of
changes made to existing ones. The
next directory should be the best yet,
and we still need verification of much
old information.

In a year, I'll be rotating out of the
World Directory editor position. If
someone in your group is proficient
with databases and would like to
become involved in IAC, let us hear
from them.

On page 4 is a very important form
used to put together the World
Directory of Gay and Lesbian A.A.
meetings.  Have your group is
included by finding a Trusted Servant
for your group to fill out the
information we need and sending it
back to us just as quickly as possible.

— Reilly —

cash).

LAST NAME:

TAC-ACTION COUPON

[ ] Please change address (include your old address label. [ ] Add new listing (if group, see below). [ ] Contribution is enclosed: § (no

{ 1 Enclosed is $5 for 1991-92 World Directory of Gay & Lesbian meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous (includes shipping/postage). NOTE: Bulk
Rate for directories 10 or more @ $3 each. Below, please indicate group or individual. If group, attach additional data (meeting schedules,
formats, other contact persons, etc., mailing address. [ ] Indiv [ ] Group

FIRST NAME:

Full mailing address:
City/State/ZipiCountry:
Phone: (Optional) ( )

DATE ,» 1992

Attach any additional data and mail to: IAC, Inc., P.O. Box 90, Washington, D.C. 20044
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3 . Albuquerque, NM: Roundup '92 1609 Princeton, N.E. Albuquerque,
NM §7106. Cost $20 til May 1, $25 after. Held at Sheraton Old Town.

2 « San Francisco, CA: Living Sober P.O. Box 974 San Francisco, CA 94101

3 + Monireal, Quebec: Rendez Vous 1992 Succ. de Lorimier, Montreal,
Quebec H2H 2N6. C.A.G., CP. 164

10 » New Haven, CT: Walk the Walk P.O. Box 1389 c/o Yale University
Conference Center 246 Church St. # 412 New Haven, CT 06510. Contact
Norman T. at 203-272-5434. Costis $35 til June 1 $45 afier.

17 » Burlington, VT: GLAA P.O. Box 5653 Builington, VT 05402. Contact
Tammy at 802-863-1933 or Paul H. at 802-650-9287. Cost$35/June 21 $45 after.

17 « Halifax/Darntmouth: Search for Serenity P.O. Box 63 North Halifax NS
Canada B35264. Contact Harvey at 902-423-3316. Cost $15 /June 30/320.

AUGUST
7 o New Ordeans, LA Big Easy Does It P.O. Box 52166 New Otleans, LA 70151-
1266. Contact Alsn F. Costis $35 uniil July 4 $45 after. Superdome Holiday Iom.

20 » Washington, D.C. Capitol Roundup P.O. Box 76786 Washington, D.C.
20013, Contact Waldo at 202-667-6113. Washington Plaza.

28 « Columbus, OH: Ohio Roundup P.O. Box 21602 Columbus, OH 43221,
Holiday Inn Worthington, Contacts Gary A. 442-7977 or Julia D. 235-1718.
Reg. $60 il July 4, $70 after,

28 « Porland, ME: Portland Roundup P.O. Box 5245, Sta. A, Pontland, ME
04101 Contact Carolyn or Trudy at 207-283-9347. Costis $27.

SEPTEMBER
4 « San Antonio, TX: Awstin/Sar Antonio Roundup P.O. Box 12561 San
Antonio, TX 78212. For Roundup info call John S. 512-824-0219

4 +» Raleigh, N.C.: Carolina Recovery 92 P.O. Box 5083 Raleigh, NC
27650-5083 Contact Tom K. at 919-832-3149.

4 + Chicago,IL: Chicago Roundup 3023 N. Clark 5t., #180 Chicago, IL
60657. Contact Mike at 312-784- 8283 or Doug at 312-477-8443. Hyant
Regency Chicago. Cost is $35 til July 1 $45 at the door

4 « Reno, NV: Biggest Little Roundup P.O.Box 5266 Reno, NV 89513

4 « Milwaukee, WI: Cormmitment ‘92 P.O. 92794 Milwaukee, WI 53202
Contact Steve J. at 414-258-2816 or Teresa M. at 414-771-6197.

‘4 « San Diego, CA: Feeling Good Box 3999 San Diego, CA 92163 Contact
Joan 8. at 619-276-7543 or Lynn D. a1 619-282-9334. $95 Omni. Cost $30.

25 « Minneapolis, MN: Twin Cities Roundup 3704 Blaisdell Ave. South
Minneapolis, MN 55409 Contact Richard S. at 612-823-3207

25 « Edmonton, Alberta: Edmonton Roundup 604-11020 Jasper Ave.
Edmonton, Alberta TAK 2N1 Canada. Contact Alan P. at 403-425-2291

25 « Seanle, WA: Coming of Age 1202 E. Pike, #552 Secaule, WA 98122
Contact Rusty S. / 206-362-1865 or Cowboy Tom / 202-525-8765 Costis $25

OCTOBER
1 « Denver CO: Rocky Min Roundup 1200 Humboldt St., #1204 Denver,
CO 80218. Contact Alan H. at 303-894-9017 Reg. cost is $25 sgl / $45 cple.

2 + Berlin, Germany: Berlin Roundup Kursurslen str. 81 1000 Berlin,
Germany 42. Contact Siegfried R. Phone 49-30-7059375. Cost 70dm.

2 » Atlanta, GA: Hotlanta Roundup '92 P.O. Box 13481 Atlanta, GA 30324

9 « Santa Barbara, CA: Sober Unity P.0O.Box 238 Santa Barbara, CA
93102. Contact Mark or Stan at 805-965-5058. Miramar Hotel 1-800-322-
6983. Costis $15 until September 14 or $20 at the door.

9 « Toronto, ON: Gratitude Roundup P.O. Box #74. 552 Church S1. Toronto,
ON Canada M4Y 2HO. Contact John at 416-467-6559,

9 « Aiken, SC: Celebration Roundup Carolambda. 4507 Moss Hill $56
Registration includes lodging and meals

23 « Provincetown MA: Roundup P.O. Box 227 Provincetown, MA 02657,

30 - Las Vegas, NV: Soberfest Roundup P.O. Box 20345 Las Vegas, NV
89112, Aladdin Hotel. Contact Mickey at 702-369-8926.

NOVEMBER
6 » Jennings, LA: Sowthwest Louisiana Roundup 426 First St. Jermings, LA
70546 Contact Roy at 318-824-3758. Costis $15.

27 » Sacramento, CA: River City Roundup P.O.Box 163572 Sacremento, CA
95816. Holiday Inn Room is $64. Registration is $8 until 8/10 and $10 after.

27 « Houston, TX: Houston Roundup P.O. Box 27703, #339 Houston, TX
77277. Contact Marla F. or Alan F. at 713-868-5756. Cost is $25 til 10/27 $35

27 - New York, NY: Big Apple Roundup P.O.Box 451 Village Station New
York, NY 10014. Contact Elaine L. at 212-679-0474 or Gary F. at 212-595-
0475. Washington Irving HS, E. 16th. Cost is $45.

DECEMBER
No Roundups in this month

* Keep It Simple Winnipeg, ON
* Indian Wells Roundup Indian Wells, CA
* Kansas City Roundup P.O. Box 32401 Kansas City, MO 64111

* Indicates exact date or other information unavailable. Listings are a service, not an endorsement. JAC attempts accuracy.
Please contact Roundup directly for specifics.

IAC Roundup Information

B e o e o o e e e e e e e

i |
: We need Your Roundup Information Hotel Name Hotel Cost single multiple {
I Roundup Name Mail Address: |
| I < . |
i City: State/Country: Zip: I
: Dates: :
| Phone Contact Name: Phone: I
|

i Preregistration: $ till door :
l PLEASE SEND TO: [AC ROUNDUP LIAISON P.O.BOX 90, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20044 I

-l



